Adala UK
London, United Kingdom
20 October 2025

The Rt Hon Keir Starmer MP
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

10 Downing Street
London SWIA 2AA

Subject: The Urgent Need for the United Kingdom to Recognize the Saharawi Arab
Democratic Republic

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of Adala UK, a British human rights organization dedicated to promoting justice,
equality, and the rule of international law, we write to commend your government’s recent
recognition of the State of Palestine—a courageous and principled act that upholds the right
of peoples to self-determination and reaffirms the United Kingdom’s long-standing
commitment to international law and human rights.

We now urge your government to extend the same moral clarity and legal consistency to the
case of the Saharawi people, by formally recognizing the Saharawi Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR).

As you will be aware, Morocco has occupied Western Sahara since 1975, in direct
defiance of international law and the 1975 ruling of the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), which confirmed that neither Morocco nor Mauritania had any territorial sovereignty
over Western Sahara, and that the Saharawi people must be allowed to exercise

their inalienable right to self-determination.

Yet, half a century later, this right remains denied. Morocco’s illegal occupation, now
approaching its S0th anniversary, has inflicted immense suffering upon the Saharawi
people:

e Over 170,000 Saharawi refugees continue to live in harsh conditions in camps in
south-west Algeria, dependent on humanitarian aid.

e Those who remain under occupation endure systematic discrimination, arbitrary
detention, and violent repression for advocating their right to self-determination.

e Morocco continues to exploit Western Sahara’s natural resources—phosphates,
fisheries, sand, and renewable energy—without the consent of the Saharawi people,
violating international law and enriching the occupying power.



e The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) remains the
only modern UN peacekeeping mission without a human rights monitoring mandate,
leaving abuses unrecorded and unaddressed.

In June 2025, the UK government’s endorsement of Morocco’s so-called “autonomy plan”
represented a regrettable departure from the UK’s previous principled support for Saharawi
self-determination. That plan would leave Morocco in control of defence, foreign policy, and
sovereignty itself—amounting to a permanent annexation of Saharawi land and a denial of
its people’s right to freely determine their future.

Your decision to recognize the State of Palestine was founded upon principles that equally
apply to Western Sahara:

o The right of a people to self-determination under international law.

e The need to uphold international legitimacy in the face of illegal occupation and
settlement expansion.

e The moral imperative to act where human suffering and dispossession persist.

Just as the recognition of Palestine sought to revive hope and reaffirm the UK’s commitment
to peace and justice, so too would the recognition of the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic
send a powerful message—that the United Kingdom stands against occupation and
colonialism in all its forms, and for the equality of nations and peoples under international
law.

The parallels between the Palestinian and Saharawi struggles are striking: both peoples live
under illegal occupation, both are denied their natural resources and basic rights, and both
have been promised—but never granted—the right to self-determination. To recognize the
Saharawi Republic would therefore not only be a matter of consistency and justice, but also
a reaffirmation of Britain’s leadership on the world stage as a defender of law, fairness, and
human dignity.

As we approach the 50th anniversary of Morocco’s invasion of Western Sahara on 31
October 2025, we respectfully urge your government to mark this historic moment not with
silence, but with action—by taking a stand for international law, and recognizing

the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic.

Such a decision would echo Britain’s finest traditions: upholding justice where power has
long triumphed over rights, and giving hope to a people who have waited far too long for
freedom.

Yours sincerely,
Sidi Ahmed Lyadasi

Chair Adala UK representative to the United Nations HRC
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