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Date: 6 July 2025 

To: 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Telegraph 
FAO Letters desk, The Telegraph, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London, SW1W 0DT 

Subject: Formal Complaint Regarding Mischaracterisation of the Polisario Front as a 
Terrorist Organisation 

 
Dear Editor, 

I am writing on behalf of Adala UK, a UK-based human rights organisation committed to 
the promotion and protection of international human rights and humanitarian law, 
particularly in relation to the ongoing situation in Western Sahara. 

We express our deep concern and strong objection to the article recently published 
by The Telegraph, which calls for the proscription of the Polisario Front as a terrorist 
organisation and attempts to link the movement with acts of terrorism and instability. 
This narrative is inaccurate, misleading, and deeply irresponsible, especially given 
the gravity of the subject matter and the sensitivity of the ongoing conflict in Western 
Sahara. 

The Polisario Front is the internationally recognised representative of the 
Saharawi people, formally acknowledged by the United Nations in 1979, and 
currently leading the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) a founding member 
of the African Union, recognised by dozens of countries worldwide. It is also an active 
diplomatic actor in multilateral institutions, including the UN Human Rights Council and 
the UN Security Council, where it holds accredited status. To describe such an entity as a 
“terrorist organisation” is not only incorrect, but also a profound distortion of 
international legal and diplomatic realities. 

Historically, liberation movements have been unfairly branded as terrorist threats 
Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress being the most prominent example. 
We fear that The Telegraph’s article follows a similar pattern of delegitimising peaceful 
and lawful resistance to occupation and equating it with violent extremism a line of 
reasoning that undermines international law, silences voices seeking justice, 
and emboldens authoritarian narratives. 
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Moreover, the article in question fails to address the serious and ongoing human 
rights abuses committed by Moroccan authorities in occupied Western Sahara. These 
include arbitrary detentions, torture, enforced disappearances, and the repression of 
peaceful protest all documented by Adala UK and various international human rights 
bodies. By omitting this context, the article promotes a one sided narrative 
that contributes to impunity and misinformation. 

We are particularly concerned that this publication comes amid a shift in UK foreign 
policy that appears to favour Morocco’s autonomy proposal, which contradicts long- 
standing UN resolutions affirming the Saharawi people’s right to self-determination. 
Media should serve the public interest by encouraging informed debate, not 
by recycling unverified claims that jeopardise peace efforts and human rights. 

We therefore request the following: 

1. A formal retraction or clarification of the article’s central claims, 
including its portrayal of the Polisario Front. 

2. An opportunity for Adala UK to publish a right of reply or op-ed 
presenting a factual and balanced view of the situation. 

3. A review of editorial procedures to ensure accuracy and neutrality 
when covering sensitive international issues, particularly those 
involving self-determination and armed conflict. 

We sincerely hope that The Telegraph will uphold journalistic standards and 
demonstrate the editorial responsibility expected from a leading publication. We 
remain available to discuss this matter further and to contribute informed commentary 
based on international law and human rights principles. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sidi Ahmed Fadel 

Chair, Adala UK 
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